EAST HERTS COUNCIL

OPENNESS OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT BODIES
REGULATIONS 2014

OFFICER DECISION WRITTEN RECORD

Application Ref:

Subject matter:

Provision of a grant to Community Alliance
Broxbourne and East Herts for the administration,
development and delivery of the Arts in East
Herts 2025 programme.

Date of Decision:

3rd June 2025

Exempt /Confidential No
information (Yes / No):
If Exempt/Confidential — N/A

reason why:

Authorising Officer:

The Director for Communities (previously the
Head of Housing and Health) is acting under the
authority delegated by Council at its meeting of
14t May 2025 to utilise up to £60,000 of UK
Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) monies to
deliver the Arts in East Herts (AiEH) programme,
with the decision being made in consultation with
the Executive Member for Communities as
required by Council.

Decision:

Provide grant funding of £15,000 to Community
Alliance Broxbourne and East Herts (CABEH) to
provide services in relation to (a) the
administration of the AIEH 2025 programme and
(b) capacity building among the local arts and
cultural sector to enable the longer term
sustainability of AIEH beyond 2025.

Reason(s) for Decision:

At its meeting of 14t May 2025, Council
recognised the success of the AiIEH 2024
programme, especially in terms of providing
activities across the whole district, facilitating
access to the arts from those with limited
previous participation and providing meaningful
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volunteering opportunities. Council thus decided
to devote up to £60,000 of the council’s 2025/26
UKSPF allocation from central government to the
running of a similar programme in 2025.

CABEH provided vital administrative support with
last year’s AIEH programme and are particularly
well-placed to develop local groups and artists.

At the same time, the Executive Member for
Communities and Director for Communities are
keen to see responsibility for AIEH planning and
the securing of funding moving to the local arts
and cultural sector itself and so the grant to
CABEH will see the organisation both supporting
delivery of this year’s programme and building
capacity to enable the sector take greater
ownership of the programme in future years.

CABEH will work closely with the council’s
Communications team and the community
outreach officer at BEAM. The programme will be
overseen by the Director for Communities.

Details of alternative
options, if any, considered
and rejected:

Option 1 — Not engage CABEH. NOT
RECOMMENDED as unfortunately the council
continues to have limited inhouse capacity to
manage the programme and without external
support delivery could be seriously hampered.

Option 2 — Engage with another organisation.
NOT RECOMMENDED because of CABEH's role in
provision of administrative support with last
year’s AIEH programme and their links with local
groups and artists. Of note, commissioning
CABEH in this way is compliant with the council’s
procurement rules which enable the
commissioning of services up to a value of
£15,000 on the basis of one quote.

Option 3 — Engage CABEH. RECOMMENDED for
the reasons discussed in this report.
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Name(s) of any Member
who has declared a conflict
of interest in relation to the
decision that is being taken
under specific express
authorisation.

None

Signature of Consultee, if
any

Decision made following consultation Clir Alex
Daar, Executive Member for Communities, with
Clir Daar’s agreement confirmed by email on 2nd
June 2025.

Signature of Decision Taker

Jonathan Geall, Director for Communities
Signature REDACTED
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